1933]                              A NEW LABORATORY                                 369
occupied the same position in tie periodic table; but a good deal of
water has flowed under the bridges since he made that discovery, and
now from the scientific point of view we do not regard an isotope as
merely inseparable; we have come to bodies that have the same nuclear
charge, and I think in that respect no one will doubt that heavy hydrogen
has the same nuclear charge as hydrogen and has one electron attached
to it; and therefore, unless we are going to change the whole nomen-
clature* I think the name isotope will have to be retained.
I can, of course, quite understand Professor Soddy's point, that he
applies the name to things that are almost inseparable and with no
differences except, possibly, almost second-order effects in the spectrum,
and now the name is given to this heavy hydrogen, and apparently it
can be separated, and has all kinds of different properties; but it is all
due to the fact that one mass is twice the other; they are still isotopes.
That is the essential point, and I should like to be able to convince
Professor Soddy that in using the name isotopes we are not hurting
his reputation but rather improving it.
On 3 February, the new Royal Society Mond Laboratory was
opened by Mr Stanley Baldwin, then Prime Minister and Chancellor of
the University of Cambridge. Rutherford furnished copious notes for
the speaker's use and included the phrase * try-out*, which was adopted in
the speech. There followed an amusing series of letters in The Times,
some attacking Baldwin, and others defending him, for the use of such a
word. This afforded some amusement to Rutherford, who was the
real culprit, and he asked Baldwin how he liked the role of 'whipping-
boy'.
The money for the laboratory was given by the Royal Society from
the Ludwig Mond Bequest and it was devoted to building a laboratory
krgely for the development of the advanced type of physics due to
Kapitza in the Cavendish Laboratory. Beyond the window on the right
of the door was carved a crocodile by Eric Gill at the express wish of
Kapitza. It is said that this animal never turns back, and was accordingly
regarded as a symbol of Rutherford's scientific acumen and career.
It is also said that the crocodile is regarded in Russia with mingled
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